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Supporting Human Rights 
The Human Rights Consortium Scotland (HRCS) believes human rights should be enjoyed, 
equally, by people of all ages and stages in life.  Human rights matter every day in our homes, 
in our community or in particular places such as care settings and hospitals.   Services 
delivered fairly and treating people with dignity and respect matter to us all.  
 
The HRCS is working with civil society to share knowledge on human rights which can help 
people assert their human rights when they need to.  Too often human rights are unfairly 
blamed when things go wrong, used as a scapegoat for bad decisions and that can put people 
off.  With your help we want human rights to be widely recognised as a set of values that unite 
us all, that help deliver better public services and are there when we need them.   
 
First of all we want to encourage you to form an opinion about human rights and think how 
they can be helpful to your life, to your family, friends and community.  We have named this 
project after Article 10 in the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR):   
 

Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This includes freedom to hold 
opinions and receive and share information and ideas without interference by a 

public body except in particular situations eg protecting national security. 
 
Our Article 10 Campaign seeks to: 

 Inform people about human rights. We have produced 10 subject leaflets focusing on 
issues people think are important. We have also produced two general leaflets. 

 Assure people that human rights are relevant to their everyday lives – the current 
debate in Scotland on the pros and cons of independence is an example of us all 
exercising our right to form an opinion under Article 10 of the ECHR. To vote in free 
and fair elections is also a human right - Article 3, Protocol 1. 

 Acknowledge that we each have a role in the equal enjoyment of human rights eg to 
respect the right of people to hold different opinions on sport, on the Referendum etc.  

 Secure long-term gain.   During the Referendum Campaign, we ask people to 
support human rights being centre stage in modern Scotland, whatever the outcome.  

 
Human Rights Law – basic facts 
Section 29 of the Scotland Act 1998 requires MSPs to comply with the ECHR when passing 
legislation at the Scottish Parliament.  Section 57 of the Scotland Act 1998 requires Scottish 
Government Ministers, positively, to comply with the ECHR.  Section 6 of the Human Rights 
Act 1998 requires public authorities and those delivering services of a public nature to comply 
with the ECHR.  We have 10,000 + public authorities in Scotland. 
 
What does the ECHR say about Broadcasting? 
Article 10 of the ECHR sets out a right of publication and broadcasting, including on social 
media, but it is not an absolute right ie it can be limited in certain specific circumstances. 

Article 10 Project 

 

 
Broadcasting 
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The limits must be agreed, be lawful, and necessary in a democratic society “in the interests 
of national security, territorial integrity or public safety, for the prevention of disorder or 
crime, for the protection of health or morals, for the protection of the reputation or rights of 
others, for preventing the disclosure of information received in confidence, or for maintaining 
the authority and impartiality of the judiciary”.  Article 10 also permits Governments to 
‘require the licensing of broadcasting, television or cinema enterprises’. 
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_ENG.pdf 
 
What does the UPR say about Broadcasting? 
Every 4-5 years the United Nations Human Rights Council undertakes a ‘Universal Periodic 
Review’ (UPR) of a country to check if they are complying with their human rights treaty 
obligations.  The last UPR on the UK was in 2012.   To access the UK reports and the UN’s 
conclusions and recommendations go to http://www.upr-info.org/-United-Kingdom,63-.html 
 
In 2012, the UN report on the UK made 132 recommendations focusing on those areas 
where change is needed.  For example Ecuador recommended the UK “Adopt necessary 
actions to prevent impunity and further violations of privacy committed by private media 
companies…” (110.98). The UK supported this and affirmed “the vital importance of a free 
press and media that is able to challenge and hold Government and others to account. We 
recognise, however, that some parts of the press have not observed the press self-
regulatory code and indeed in some cases have not obeyed the law. It is these issues that 
the Leveson Inquiry was established to address …”.   The UK also reported that “In 
Scotland, press regulation is a devolved matter and, in April 2013, the Scottish Parliament 
unanimously endorsed the Scottish Government working with the UK Government in 
developing a UK-wide Royal Charter for press regulation that implements the 
recommendations of the Leveson Inquiry.”  
  
What do UN Treaties which the UK has ratified say about Broadcasting? 
International human rights apply in the UK when the UK Government agrees – a process 
known as ratification which means all UK laws and policies should comply.    The UK has 
ratified the UN International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which states in Article 19 
(2) “Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom 
to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either 
orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.” 
 
The UN Human Rights Committee has explained “The free communication of information 
and ideas about public and political issues between citizens, candidates and elected 
representatives is essential. This implies a free press and other media able to comment on 
public issues and to inform public opinion without censorship or restraint..” (See General 
Comment 25 and 34).  The purpose of independent broadcasting is that we get impartial 
information so we can freely form an opinion. 
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/TBSearch.aspx?Lang=en&TreatyID=
8&DocTypeID=11 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS  
CONSORTIUM  
SCOTLAND 

The HRCS is a network of over 120 organisations and 
individuals.  It is independent and non-party political.  
For more information or to join contact: 
hrcscotland@gmail.com   
www.hrcscotland.co.uk     @HRConsortiumSco      
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