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Promote The Human Rights Act 
 
About Us 
The HRCS is a network of over 160 civil society organisations and individuals and 
we work to raise knowledge and capacity of people and organisations to assert 
human rights.  The HRCS is an independent organisation and is non-party political.   
The HRCS receives no income from either the Scottish or UK Governments. 
 
The HRCS is building support for human rights amongst civil society, briefing 
politicians on ways to protect and promote human rights better and highlighting 
where human rights practice can improve.  
 
The HRCS agrees with the UN that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the ideal of free human beings enjoying civil and political freedom 
and freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if conditions are created 
whereby everyone may enjoy his civil and political rights, as well as his economic, 
social and cultural rights.   
 
Context 
There is a lot of misinformation about the work of the European Court of Human 
Rights and its impact in the UK.  The impact is positive because alleged breaches of 
human rights are independently assessed by an independent court and judgements 
issued.   
 
There is no tidal wave but a trickle of case decisions on the European Convention on 
Human Rights (ECHR) in respect of UK applicants.  For example the Court dealt with 
1,997 applications concerning the UK in 2014, 1,970 were declared inadmissible and 
it delivered 14 judgments (concerning 27 applications), only 4 of which found a 
violation of the ECHR.  
 
For more information on our country’s profile at the ECtHR go to: 
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/CP_United_Kingdom_ENG.pdf 
 
The Council of Europe protects and promotes human rights and ensuring 
compliance with the ECHR is part of its work.  The Council has 47 member states, 
only 28 of which are members of the EU.  The European Union (EU) is a completely 
different organisation.  
http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/about_us/office_in_scotland/index_en.htm   
 
The HRA 
The Human Rights act (HRA) gives domestic effect to the ECHR.  For example 
Section 6 of the HRA 1998 requires all public authorities and those delivering 
services of a public nature to comply with the ECHR.  We have 10,000 + public 
authorities in Scotland so that includes local authorities, health boards, the police 

http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/CP_United_Kingdom_ENG.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/about_us/office_in_scotland/index_en.htm


and housing associations.  The basic human rights in the ECHR are relevant to our 
everyday lives such as our right to form an opinion under Article 10 of the ECHR and 
to vote in free and fair elections - Article 3, Protocol 1. 
 
Support for the Human Rights Act 
The recently elected UK Government is set to deliver on its Manifesto promise to 
scrap the HRA and introduce a Bill of Rights instead.  The HRCS wants such plans 
dropped as: 
 

 Creating a new Bill of Rights is a diversion from the real problem which is 
ensuring that people across the UK enjoy and understand their human rights 
on a daily basis. 
 

 The HRA has still to reach its potential in everyday places and situations 
across the UK.   There is too little evidence that the HRA is mainstreamed in 
the design, delivery and funding of public services.   
 

 The HRA upholds UK values of fairness, respect and dignity.  It does not 
undermine our traditions.  
 

 There is no appetite for reform of the HRA in Scotland. The discord and 
parliamentary time gobbled up by changing the law is unwarranted and un-
necessary. 
 

 Human rights are too often a convenient punch bag for bad government 
decisions or practices.  This is unfair and unacceptable. 

 

 The UK Government would set a very bad example, globally, by abolishing 
the HRA.  It would set an example that Governments can weaken human 
rights protections when it suits them. 

 
The UK Government should be invited to justify why it seeks to abolish the HRA 
when the HRA is supported by people in Scotland.  We believe that human rights 
belong to us all equally, there when we need them as a genuine safety net when we 
are feeling vulnerable in a care home, angry about an invasion of our privacy or 
wanting to peacefully enjoy our possessions.  Human rights are a set of minimum 
standards which reflect our national values of fairness, respect and dignity.  We need 
to advocate for human rights for all, not weaken them.  
 
Develop our Human Rights 
The HRCS believes that human rights cover economic, social, cultural and 
environmental rights as well as the civil and political rights contained in the ECHR.  
At this time we believe there is an opportunity to have a positive conversation about 
how we can extend human rights protection eg as a way of combatting poverty 
including those in work and poor. 
 
For more information contact: 
Carole Ewart, Co-ordinator 
hrcscotland@gmail.com   www.hrcscotland.co.uk     @HRConsortiumSco    

May 2015   

mailto:hrcscotland@gmail.com
http://www.hrcscotland.co.uk/

